2

4

Chemist Good F airy

To His

Neighbors

Improvement of Shoe Leather His Serious
Work, but He Finds Time to Solve
Friends’ Problemg by Science

E is a little, mild Nex England man
H of medium helght, slight frame, a
broad, high forehead and wonder-

fully bright eyves, He |8 65 yvears old, If you
look &° it from the mere point of yoars, but
he s 65 years young if you consider him

from the viewpaint of tireless activity, For
more than thirty-five years he has special-
ized In devalaping chemlical formulss which
will improve |eather, aAna mure than & quar-
ter of & century agn he opensd up hin own
uniqus labaratory as a leather chemist in
Brockton, Mass, to deyveiop formule for
shoe manufacturers,

To him a piece of leatner is thea most
wonderful thing in the warld, He says that
the entire workge of the universs, (ts
every chemical and nstural phase, can be
sten in a single fibre of leather. His father
was & shos manufacturer, &nd hin grand-
father before him. so that he comes natu-
rally by his interest i shos leather,

His Strawberry on Stilts.

But outside of his absorbing passion,
which keepas him husy during the day and
far into the night ths littte New England
chemist hae found time to do many wonder-
ful thinga for his neighbore

fmece a neighbor complained that her
strawberries became ?IM with sand be-
cause of the short ste “They grow too
close to the earth” she said. "1 don’t ses
why somebody ddesn't {nvent a strawberry
that will grow on stilta™

“1"1 see what can be done," sald the little
old young man.

Gevera! years Intar he called on his neigh-
bor with & growing strawberry pilant, bear-
ing berries on very high stems

"Ses what | have brought you," sald he
A stmawberry plant growing on stilts, It's
po high from the ground that the berries will
et be damaged by the sand. In fact 1 dont
believe there are any othet berries just like
them

That was Hownrd's “wonder” bervy devel-
oped by Wim by 0 process of selective breed-
ing, a berry of great size, exquisite flavor
and growing upon long stems, like a wild
sirawberry, but Ionker. There the secret is
out, e little man who does evervthing
for nothing is Fred A. Howard, shoe chemiat,
a ploneer in that line. For while there have
been many who have devoted their lives to
tanning there have been comparatively few
who have mude life a life study of leather
after it {s tanned.

It has really been more than a life study.
Howard has poured his whole existence into
the rectifving and improving of leathers
He has had many ups and downs, for at first
manufacturers could not belleve In the mar-
vels that he has sccomplished. But at last he
kas come [nto his own, and in the interims of
& busy life he has found time to use his
knowledge for the benelit of hls nelghbors.

One Sunday afterncon Mr. Howard and

his wife wvisited a farm In a nelghbor's
flivwer. Howard couldnt even afford a fliv-
ér at that thme. It wis 8 stotk farm, and

the owner had some reglstered
ind highly bred horses

“I wish | hand somethilug o keep the fljes
trom bothering my « s=aid e and a=
for the horges, they simply drive them fran-
the”

“It would be
fecumd,” assented Mr, Howayd

A faw wosks Iater he cumie lag

ottle wrapped in
i your horse," =nid Mr,
weep away the flivs. will make the horss's
ualr milkler and glossier without Warming
tae hogse's skin, Use It on fvoul cows
o0, And the solution made by the chemis
wrought murvels, .

Here's another case of Hownnd's hepliul-
ness. Out at the Prockton fair, which I=
one of the best county fafrs n Massach
cetts, and if yvou will Selleve the Brockton
yes one of the most wonderful in the world
the were ton close to the grand
stand nnd the odor on hot davs was un
pleazant.  “Eay, Mr. Hownnd" sald an offi-
cial, ean’t you tell us how to get tid of that
odor 7"

“T'l try," sald Hownrd. and later he
Lack with somethiug o a bua. “Put 4 hilly
a cupful of this in u watering po! and
sprinile around the stables svery morning
and you will have no odors,” he said

True cnough, the “something™ worked
marvels. It s safe, as Mr, Howard ex-
plained, if you take it weak cnough, to uw
W& a pargle. You can even put u litle of
it In a disk on the stove when you are
wooking eabimges and 1t will absorb all the
olern.

New Food for Typhoid Victima.

ugo n Doston the lute Dr

professur of materia med-
ica of Hoston lﬁi\'vr:}l_\. salld to Howard
"I wish T eould get & proper diet for a
convaleseing typhold patient. My patient
vesde the nutritive elements contuined iIn
milk, but his digestive organs am oo weak
encd to denl with efther whole milk or
oy form of modified milk that I know of."

It happened that Hownrd was falrly th-
willnr with Dr. Smith's nedds, The litth
chemist in his researches was a frequeng
viitor at the university, anddkept abreast
|18 progress

“I'l see whot 1 can do." Howard said,

As a resuit Mr., Howsrd developed a
rrovess whereby milk |s treated, the butter
fat, casein and many other constituenty
being taken out, while all food values that
can be assimilated by typhold fever and
rther patients of low vitaiity or poor diges-
tive abillty are left In. Chemists all over
the worll have tried to get this result. Mr.
Hown~d has succeeded. In the opinfon of
Iir. Smitn, the new fluld 1s a very wonder-
ful diet. When he gave It to a patient, Dr.
Smith sald, it vitalized him almost Im-
medintely, and dts food values were almost
Instantaneously assimilated. They passed
into the blood as rapidly as sugar or alco-
hol, and are obviously of greater benefit to
the gystem."”

After Dr. Smith's dzath Mr. Howard con-
tinued to make the fluld for Dr. Smith's
convalescing  patients. It s transparent,
with no floating particles, and the color is
slightly like champagne. The fluld has been
tested by one of the most eminent physi-
clans in Massachusetts, and Is now being
mude up In small quantitiss to experiment
with by a group of New York physicians. It
s M, Howard's intentlon to place this
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formula, without charge, at the disposal of
the medical prafession,
Mr. Hownrd's great hel
Kis wife, a little frall New England woman,
A lifelong Invalid. They have no children
But his wife, although unahle to be physi-
cally active, han, he sayn heen the one great
aid tn him In his ressarch work, Ehes has

ate In life s

kept Indexed and flled the results of sev.
eral  hundred thousand chemical experi-
ments that have been made by sclentists

within ths lasy forty vears, Also, she has
Indexed and crosa indaxed a record of Mr
Howard's own experiments and results 61
talned n more than ten thousand cases,
“Such records are of wonderful help to 2
chemist,” =ald Mr. Hownrd recently. “for
they ennble him to bagin where others have
left off. My own records are also of great
value to me. even when they are recorda of

fallures, [or they toll me what not to do
and when [ am proceeding In the wrong
direction,

Mr. Hpwa has not made money He
cares little for |t He pursyes his research
and experiments tirelessly. When he per-
fects a formula he = keenly anxious to have
it used, but each achievement has found
him engaged in a dozen other scientific ad.
vinces, &0 he has not stopped to com
mercialize his discovery,

He has a hundred definite alms at the
present time, and at sixty-five years of age
emcerely expects to accomplish mare in the
way of reducing waste and Improving every-
day essentials of 1ife within the next ten
yvears than he has accomplizhed in the last
forty years.

Some of hia greatest siiccesses have been
of permanent value to shos manufactirers
One of the big shoe factories that used some
of his formul® {or solutions o rectify stocks
of leather that they had on hand =ald that
Mr. Howard's discovery saved them $300
A day.

A few years ago he sold some of his
formule at a good price, and with the
money built a factory, only to have ft burn
down later

Aslde from his beloved researches mto
leather Mr, Howsrd has found time to take
up other problems thit have besn presented
to him by manufacturers.

More than & year ago one of the largesst
work clothes manufacturers in the country
came to him to learn If he could develop 2
fireproofing solution for textiles which
would not rot the cloth and which would
not wadh out. Most of the fireprosfing solu
tions injure the fabric. Mr. Howard has
produced a fireproofing solution whereby the
coth resists jgnition, snd after a period of
more than one year has not injured the fah-
tic. Now he Is working to make ¥ 5o that
i* will resist many washings, which his
cuntrict calls for

Keeps the Sails White,

[

In Bostou harbor there are a  good
mnany sallboats ome of Mr. Howard's old
ume cronies invited BMm tw go for a sall

A= they tlopped nround in the midst of a
summer calm his friend remacked: 17 1
could find a man that conld keep %mv sails
(romy mildewing 1'd puy any price almost™
some time after Howipd came down to the
ot landing with an atomizer and a bottle
fchiemicais, “"Spray this Just once on Your
Is, Joo.™ he swisd, “and youll Have no mors
ouble with mildew or discoloratiog The
thung worked Jike & Charm
another of Mr Howaid's %
tismoth soltition that i e led to
garment cioth with nier,, und
ristiders it permanently {rom
ninthi=, Lt does not Lhe
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W vely yvounyg man, and after severd] year-
of luborntory work engaged for two ang one-
half yvears in advanced research abrowd
Then he upened o Inborutory st Brockton
Misn,
Howard's uncle.
turer, divecied his

oxXl) il an oganly and prokife
delightini favgy
alic pubdie to bty
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swho s a shoe manofoe-
wttention to the fkot that
hemloek leather, then most Used for shoes,
withough the best wearing leather, was too
baurd and stif for fine shoes, and suggeste
that he try Lo flnd w4 way to nm].r-‘ N melloy
and flexible and st petadn (18 wearing quily
ties, They visited the actory together and
Howard's uncle explialtned the great need of
some way to mrake the hard and brittle stock
Mexible, Howard had his microdeipes and
kis knowledze of chemistry and tackled this,
lzin Orst Lig industria) job.

Hetook sample sections from the differ.
ent grades of leather ahd mounted same
on slides for study, He suys: "1 found with
hemlock tanned leather that more or less of
the crysial of the tannin of hemlock extract
was not ouly deposited on the fivre as filling
of the leather, but the flbres were more or
less cemented together by these crystalline
masses, and the more they were cemented
logether the stiffer was the leather, The
questlon to be solved seemed to be to goften
the crystal and change It from a crystal
to a form that would cover the fibre and
never recrysiallize.” A year's research pro-
duced & formula that accomplished the de-
sired result,

Since then Mr. Howard has made hun-
dreds of experiments, He has worked on an
average of sixteen hours a day for the past
forty years,

One of Mr. Howard's most recent formulne
produces a wonderful solution for improving
leather for shoes. The chemical is said to
permanently affect the fibres of the lehther,
rendering it wonderfully flexible and, by
test, increasing its durability over 100 per
cent. It |s said to render the leather Im-
pervious to water, although admitting air,

Anothér s a new solution for leather belts
which he s trying out with a big glue com-
pany. The usual life of a certain type of
belt employed |s two months. But one of

’
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the beits processed by Mr, Howard's formula
has been In use for three months, and Is In
such excellent condition that it Is belleved at
Yeast six months use can he obtained from it

Mr. Howard is a gentla little man, shy of
intervieweras, and fearful least he be mis-
quoted, or that inexact |mpressinns of his
work be given out. He i# rich {in human In-
terest qualities. He is keenly loyal o his
friends, and his friends comprise all
humanity, :

While he admires those chemists who
a\nhe theorles and proceed to prove them,

it who do not work toward definite aime or
coonomie or soclal advantage, he personally
has alwayes had a definite goal In sight, a

PROF. HOWARD
HOLDING A PIECE of
STRENGTHENED sd PRESERVED
& MIS CHEMICAL PROCESS

LEATHER

mark at which to alm, and ail his experi-
menis have led him toward simplification of
products, the Improvement of quality and
the reductlion of costs of those thinge having
to do with the common phases of life.

Nothing couid be more valuable in My
Howard’s eye= than a better frult (that could
be raised with less effort and In greater
quantities) or a simple and affective method
of cutting down the family shoe bill. or re-
ducing the cost of any other of the every
day commoditlea of 1ife Mr, Howard
vibrates to the iden of ellminating waste and
improving the living conditions of the mass
of the prople. He properly can be called
“the people's chemist.”

Battle of the Ape e and the Crab
Still Thrills Japanese Children

O much of old Japanh, manners, customs,
S beliefs, has disappeared since 1368,

when the Mikado came out of his
mystery (1o prove to the world that he
|.m1. n right to e, that it & 20metimes
usked wheiBer s stories snd verses that
peat] Ty b toRl e The onildeen of (e Buntise
Land are 1y el new Tairy 1ore il
nonsense riiymes have Ywen imported from
L Oeehdent 1 pliae i
l|lw,ﬁlil.l)n shows o aketehy den of childish

nature, The faley tlos Indigenous to Japan
have proved quite as tmmortal e Cinderella
and tales of that Uk, and Mother Goose, that

rule the nurseries of the West

Ves, the storles that Japaness mothers
it 1o husli thelr children to slegp with
when the emplre was a hidden Kingdom
are sUll the onss 1hint Jupandses mothers jell
Toedimy "The Topgue-Cut Ipsrrow.” “The
Elves armsl Thelr Envions Nelghbor” The
Ol Man and His Wife amd Thelr Dog™ nms

first tales wold a Japanese child
happensd is that the people ure

ameng the
Whnt has

trifle ashomesd to admit thelr Intersst in
iy =torjes aml with thelr ass imypition of
Westérn manners ceased 1o publish books
vf fniry stories,

The litle sepurate pamphlets, with (Hus-
trations, in which theke stories used to
ippear, ale ho longer printed It 18 roare

when w student of etymology and folk lore
inppens on one of these old books, Lhe stereo-
vie hlocks of which have become so worbh

at the print‘s hardiy legible. From some
! these, which have fortunately turnsd up,
the following stories have been transistid
torally by A, B Mitford, They were piub-
lished in 1886 in Macmillan's Colonial Li-
Lirary.

Battle of the Ape and the Crab.

If & muan thinke only of his own profit
and tries 1o benefit himself at the exXpense
ol others lwe will incur the hatred of Heaven.
Men should liy up in their hearts the story
of “The Ape and the Crab” and teach it
ns a profitable legson to thelr children.

Onee upon a time there was a crab who
lived In a marsh In a certain part of the
country. It fell out one day that the crab,

Paving picked up a rice cake, an ape, who
had got a nagty, hard persimmon seed,
begged the crab to make an exchange with
him. The crab, who was a simple minded
creature, agreed, and each went his way, the
ape chuckling to himself at the good bar-
gain he had made.

When the crab got home he planted the
peraimmon seed in his garden, where it
sprouted and by degrees grew to be a bg
tree. The crab watched the growth of his
trée with great delight, but when the fruit
ripened and he was going to pluck It the ape
cume In and offeréd to gather It for him.
The crab consenting, the ape climbed up
‘into the tree and bogan eating all the ripe
frult himself, while he only threw down the
sour persimmons to the crab, Inviting him
to eat heartily,

The crab, however, was not pleased at this
arrangement and thought it was time for
him to play a trick on the ape: so he called
out to him to come down head foremost.
The ape did an he was bid, and as he
crawled down, head foremost, the ripe fruit
all eame tumbling out of his pockets, and
the crab, having picked up the persimmons,
ran away and hid himeelf In & hole. The
ape, seelng this, lay In ambush, and as soon
as the crab crept out of his hiding place
gave him a sound drubbing and went home.

A '

Just at this time a friendly egg and a bee
who werg the apprentices of a certaln rice
mortar, happened to pass that way, and
seeing the crab's piteops condition tled up
his wourds escorted him home and began to
lay plans to be revenged ipon the cruel ape

Having agread wpon a scheme, they all
woent o the ape’s house, jn bis nheanees, and
ench one having undertiken o certain part,
they walted sserel for 1helr enemy to
vime home, YWen the ape oeturned. having
o fancy to deink o cup of ten, he bogian light-
ing, the fire in the hearth, when all of w
sudden the ege, who had hidden in the ashes,
hurst with the heat and bespaitered the
frightensd apie's fucee. so that he A&, howl-
Ing with pain. He tried w20 to the lwok of

the house, when the bee durted out of n cnp-
bourd, and a piece of seawded. who liad joined
the party, coming up st the same time, the
was surrounded hig enemies In
aespiilr he selzed the olothes rack and fought
for a while: but he wiss no motch for so many
and was forced o run away, with the others
In hot pursult. Just as he wns making his
exciupe by o back dor the HPRW e
iripped him up ond the mortar, closing with
him from behind, made an end of him,

S0 the crab, baving punished His enemy,
wint home in trivmph and lived ever after
1 terme of brotherly love with the seaweed
and the moriar. W= there ever such a
tsheoe of fun!

The Accomplished Tea Kettle.

A long tme ngo st o temple ealled Morinj,
i the provinee of Joshiv, there was an old
ten Kettle.  One diy when the priest of the
temple was aboul to hing It over the hearth:
1o boll the water for his tea the kettle all of
o sudden put forth the head and tall of a
badger. What a wonderful kettle to come
out all over fur! The priest called in the
novices 1o see the sight and while they were
stupldly staring the kettle, jumping up in
the air, began flying about the roogm. The
priest and his pupils tried to eatch it, but
ne thief or cat was ever half so sharp as
this wonderfigebadger kettle,

Al Inst they managed to knock It down
and esecure It, when they forced It into a
box, Intending to throw it away and so be
no more tormented by the goblin. But the
tinker employed by the priest calling in
next day, the latter thought he might ns

e e

plisce of

~well sell the kettle and get some trifle for

it. He brought it out, and as the kettle
had resumed its former shape and got rid
of 118 head and tall the tinker pald 20 cop-
pers for It and trudged off home with his
pack and new purchase.

That night as he lay aslesp he heard n
strange nolse near his pillow, so he peeped
out, and saw the kettle covered with tur
and walking ahout on four legs. When the
tinker startsd up In fright the Kkettle re-
sumed (ts normal shepe. Then a friend of
the tinker advised him to take the accom-
plished kettle about as a show and make [t
dance and walk on the tight rope.

8o the tinker made arrangements with a
showman and set up an exhibition. The
noise of the kettle's performances soon
spread abroad, until even the princes of the
land sent to order the Unker to come to
them, and he grew rich beyond all his ex-
pectations. No sooner had the kettls showr,
its tricks In one place than {t was time
for the tinker to keep some other engage-
ment. last the tinker grew so rich that
La took the Kettle back to the temple, where
it was lnld up ns & preclous treasure and
worshipped as a saint.
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Ready for College

Helen Koch, Latest Wonder Child in Mathe.

matics,

Credits Hard Work and Her

Teacher for Amazing Record
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thinge “°ritin' ™ and “readin’." but depend
upon it they will not get far unless they
can do sums in mental and othar prohiems
having 16 da with figures

Partioniarly mathematics made the
test of the donder children who crop out
of the t"l""ll"ll"‘i" aofl mow and then to make
the reet of ux frmT that we have besn nig-
gardly enfdows ngfure L was the pro-
ficlaney 0f the elevan-year-pld hoy who dis-
tinguished himselt at Tufts Collegs | Ancs
nde ago by knowing more than the doctors
about pliyeics and philorophs and it was
his uncanny power to solve problems in the
higher mathomatics that In 1808 spread the
Inmes 2dis (aged %) over
exampies might
to hasien
tended
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The Latest Child Marvel.

clyvilizgad Mithar

were not

Thie Iatest child to bha remarked for a
aimilar if mot g0 pronnunced bent 18 a real
New Yorker, having been borm in The
Bronx, edurated thers a8 {or ax she has gone,

and this fa)l g ‘o hecome a student at
Hunter College, that famous school of New
York for women, She is Helsnp Koch, only
a Httle over twelve years old, and her teach-
ers pronounce her to be 8 marvel in all her
studies, but truly one in mathemiatics. while
her parents modestly protest that this is top

much praise for their child who bas gone
so far In study simply because she has
strongly developed “a gift of appilcation”
Helen herself, not remarkable (n appear-
anes hut a herlthy, “stocky” little girl with
a piztall, doesn't gay anything, only smiles

When told that she would redeem the

reputation of the metropolis for producing
wonder children she did her broadest smil.
ing, but in a perplexed way, until it was
explalned that the famous Bidls was really

born in New York, but spirited by his father,
Frof. Boris 8idis, away to Boston before
he had the opportunity to show his wonders.
8he was also interested in hearing that
Willlam James had been a product of his
Russian peychologist father's theory of
putting a mind to grow from the beginning,
and as a result of this his son learned to
talk, read and spell at the age of two yeirs.
Helen Koch's attailnment is not the result
of any experiment, nor Ald she mature under
force. Her mother, who has the air of a
retired school mistress, sald at once that
her child was “simply a nice, ordinary ltile
girl and all this tzlk about her marvellous
mbllity was calpulated to do her harm.*
“Helen plays a great deal and Is really a
Httle romboy; that s, she Is fond of all
kinds of gports. It is true that she studles
in the same concentrated way as she piays.
and being gifted with a good mind she makes
what they call unusual progress, We—Her
father and T—are not responsible for all this
notorlety, and it really annoys us; but her
teachers did it; that ls, they gave out the
account of Helen's proficlency In arithmetle,
and of course they meant to be very kind
It has brought us a great many curious
visitors and dozena of letters from specialists
offering to tutor Helen. The child's father.
Louls Koch, who is a salesman and a very
busy man indeed, regretg the publicity at-
tendant on our chil®s good school record.
Strangers are always hunting him up and

N o

taking hir valuahble time In order to find oy
If we have urged the child forward We
don't like it one bit'"

Helen's Record in School,

But even If one triss one CANNOL Utterly
hide the Hght of sven a lttle candlp under
n hushel ity rays, faintly or otherwiss w)
shine through the interstices of the bagke
work. and so it In with this recent axample
of intellectur] Nght. Mr. and Mre Loyjy
Koch—0Ohto born, both of them —cannoi now
stemn. Aa they seem earnestly to wish tn 4,
the flood of inquiry. The very statapmeng
from Hunter Collage to the affact thay 1o
the first time since it opened In 1884 it wy
admit as & student Helen Koeh, nnot yey
thirteen years old, was sufficlent to Interas
the publie.

Little Helen recelved her diploma of grady.
ation at the close of the June tarm of pyy.
lic Bchoal No. 38, Longwood avanus, in the
Bronx Borough. The princiral. Miss Anpy
V. McCarthy, is anthority for the statsment
of Helen's fine record; the child raceived the
highest marks in the entrance sxaminstion
there and the highest marks throughonr par
course and, on graduation. Her partioylar
teacher In Behnol No 3% was Misg Halen
Donlon, who Indorsed thess fgures adding
the intelligence that the child naver e

celved a mark less than 28 per cont In anv
study and had no AiMculty &t a1l in obay
Ing mrfecﬂoﬂ or & mark of 100, in mathe.

matics

"In her entrance examination for Hunter
College the child lived up t2 her record in the
public =chool, mo It would have heen diMeylt
1o decline to admit her on account of her age

Skips Three Classes.

At the age of five Helen went to Pybllc
Behool No, 62, in The Bronx, and there be.
Eiun her cars«r as & wonder. Nesvs of her
powers was however, spread no further tha
2mong fel pupils and the teachers
of this primary department.  After attond
tng &chool thore for four wvears ahs wys
trunsfarred 1o Padlie Schoo! No. 89, Prin-
cipal MeCarthe found her so advanced {n her
studies that she was permitied to skip 1hre
ciasses in the four upper grades. This ac.
complishment! at once aroupsed the admir
tion of her teachors and fellows, as no other
pupil Iin thia school had ever progressed it
B0 rapld a rate

The powers of the child mind to grasp
arithmetionl probiems are usually latent
thi= gtage of their education, and particulasly
is this true of litle girls, but Helen was dif
ferent. And ss soon as she came under [n-
struction of Miss Helen Donlon, one of the
most efficient teachers of mathematics in the
public schools. these remarkable powers ware
recognized and every care put forth to de.
velop them. The plipil and teacher hecams
friends, and Mise Donlon is very proud of
her. Little Helen appraciates her teacher for
the exceptional advantagea she has receiva)
through her in the prosecution of her favor.
ite study and says that much of her succes
is due to Miss Donlon's sympathetic en.
couragement. Not that Helen put it in jus
these words; she Is not such a little pedan
although she talks rather "hig” for twelve

her low

Ambitious to Become a Teacher.

The course at Hunter Callege is five years
but the new “wonder” expects to rapes
what she did In public school, that s, skip
classes apfl be graduated in far less than the
regular time. Her ambitlon I8 to become &
teacher as soon ns possible,

"I am proud of having taken my diploma
at School No. 39" said the child. “First
because It is a very thorough school, and
second, because 1 liked all my teachers
there. I was particularly fond of Miss Tion-
len, who tiught arithmetic, and that wasn't
surprising because she and I used to have
such good times doing hard problems. She
would set them for me and [ would set them
for her, We got to be real good friends.

“My two sisters and my brother, Fred
'M-!'n graduated from Public 8chool No, #

have always known about it. They
were very bright at mathematics, 1 have
liked figures ever since I went to school for
the first time; they come natural to me. |
guess they do to all in our famity,”

Mrs, Koch, who with every word added
strength to the first impression she gives
out, that of having been an teacher befare
her marriage, sald that neither she nor the
child's father had any idea of urging her
by hard or excessive study to shorten the
time she would take to cover the Hunter
College course,

“Helen," she said, “is a normal, healthy
firl. and we hope to keep her so. Bosides
there is no need of hurry. Of course we
are proud of her, but chlefly because of her
diligence. A question of how remarkable
she la does not need an answer from her
purents, We are proud and pleased that she
applies herself and to some purpose,”

The home of the bright little lady mathe
matician s at 756 Dawson strest, a nelghbor-
hood of pleasing but small private houses, al
though the Koch family occupy the first floor
of a modest apartment building, The nelgh:
bors are prouder of the remarkable child
than her own folk will permit themselves to
be. Several of the women In the back pro-
nounced the child's ability in mathematics to
be “uncanny.” It had been shown at an
early age, these admirers sald, but when
asked for instances they one and all couldn’
“just remember.* Two girls, living in the
neighborhood, who were members of the
class that was graduated with Helen Koch
on June 28, testified that there wasn't #
problem that came up In class at school
Helen couldn™t answer. In fact she was
ready with the answer before the teaches
had finlshed giving the most difficult prob
em out, “It just seemed to pop out of her
head.”

The fact that the new “wonder,” as Helen
is termed, although her mother deprecates
the title, is a girl, balonging to the sex thil
with rare exceptions stumbles tearfully and
without clearly understanding why they ar
tl ere along the path of “rithmetic™ will cans
her progress in Hunter College and later 10
Lie watched with care. That a girl should
choose mathematics instead of English ora
modern language to major In is unusual and
may constitute the only remarkable featur®
in her case. But such a chalee la not Al
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